[Buccal infection with Gongylonema pulchrum: an indigenous case in France].
Although long known, infestations of the buccal mucosa by nematodes of the Gongylonema genus are rare, particularly in France. Herein we report a new case. A 48-year old man consulted for itching in various parts of the buccal mucosa over the preceding weeks. The patient lived in a rural region in southern Alsace and had never visited Africa. His work comprised overseeing the unloading of flour at the port of Basel. The initial clinical examination was negative. However, the patient managed to photograph a filament previously present in his buccal mucosa, and to ultimately extract a worm. The latter was identified at the Strasbourg Institute of Parasitology by Pr Pesson as a nematode of the genus Gongylonema sp. pulchrum. No other treatment was considered necessary. It is important for dermatologists to be aware of this type of parasitosis. Its stereotyped clinical presentation allows ready diagnosis, but the possible absence of the parasite at the time of the visit may lead to a misdiagnosis of Ekbom syndrome (delusional parasitic infestation).